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9. prejudice RE
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4 years since Tetsu Nakamura killed in Afghanistan

December 4tt marks the fourth anniversary of the death of Dr. Tetsu Nakamura, a Japanese medical
doctor and humanitarian aid worker, who devoted 40 years to helping Afghans, particularly by
orchestrating massive irrigation projects and tree-planting activities in the east that benefitted thousands
of local residents. He was shot dead with five other Afghan colleagues in Nangarhar, and it remains
unclear who killed him or for what reason.

Nakamura began his medical work in Pakistan’s northwest region of Peshawar in 1984. Initially, he
treated patients with leprosy. Not only Pakistan but also Afghan refugees visited his hospital, getting
away from the civil war.

Nakamura’s medical group is called Peshawar-kai. Thanks to the doctors’ devoted work, many lives
were saved. However, Nakamura realized that poverty is the main reason for people’s sickness. They
didn’t have enough food or clean water. Some young people joined the army because of poverty. He

thought, “DONo matter how much medicine we provide, we cannot really solve the fundamental problems.”

His focus gradually shifted from health care to anti-poverty measures.

In 2000, there was a severe drought in Afghanistan. It led to the shortages of food and the spread of
infectious diseases, and many children died. Nakamura and his team decided to construct irrigation
channels in 2003.

In 2008, his team also started building a madrasah(Islamic school) and a mosque. He made a
madrasah so that children can learn how to read, write and do simple calculations. It was important to
build a mosque, too. Until that time, the world thought as if all the Muslims were evil. Because of the
September 11th terror attack, many people had a prejudice that Islam is a religion of savage terrorists.

Dr. Nakamura thought, “Everyone needs a place to pray and talk to God.”
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Q1 What are the two biggest achievements of Dr. Tetsu Nakamura?

Q2 When was he killed?
Q3 Initially, where did he start medical support? And who did he save?

Q4 Z DOHIHRD N4 2ESIC R B IRARfI7Z 8, PR T ARROE L Lzh, sELCHILEL £ 9,

Q5 THOZIRLEL x5, £/, “thefundamental problems” 23 FEL C W23 Z L ZFHHLEL & 9,

Q6 What is the incident that inspired his team to construct irrigation channels?

Q7 What is a madrasah?

Q8 EARZZEFLLCLiF, REHIEOANLICE 5T, ZNIELEEELZ 72D TT 0,



@ It took nearly 6 years to build the irrigation canals. Thanks to the canals, the deserts turned to green
farmlands, and people were happy. On February 8th, 2010, a ceremony was held to celebrate the
completion of the irrigation canals, the madrasah and mosque. Nakamura gave a speech: “While
financial support came from Japan, the mosque and irrigation canals were constructed by the Afghan

people with their own hands. (2That makes the project so great.” He also said, ®“One canal will do

more good than 100 doctors.”

Even after his death, his decades of humanitarian aid is being carried on by other workers to help
future generations of Afghans. A project to build an irrigation canals began in the Kot district of
Nangarhar last year. According to the local officials of Nangarhar and Peshawar-kai, they are trying to
complete his half-finished projects by next March, and it is expected to improve the lives of 14,000
residents there.

(@A local civil engineer, who worked with Nakamura for about 20 years, is playing a central role in
sharing a method devised by Nakamura. He said he is grateful for Nakamura for seeking to create jobs
so that the local residents could increase their income.

@ Faridullah Atif, who worked with Nakamura for three years, said, “Nakamura was a unique role
model in developing effective construction methods that did not require expensive machines. He always
tried to help us. In his humanity, he had a special love for the Afghans.”
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Q9 THOVIELRTZLEZ, BBALEL & 9,

Q10 What does he mean by the sentence 3 ?

Q11 Even after his death, who has continued Dr. Nakamura’s project? When will it be completed?

Q12 TH@OOEMiO Ty =Tk, PHEMD EAGFZED THE T,

Q13 According to Faridullah Atif, what was unique about Nakamura?

Q14 Why do you think Dr. Nakamura is still loved and respected in Afghanistan?

Afghanistan Documentary - Development via a Japanese Doctor Mr. Nakamura
Initiative
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Afghan refugees struggle in Japan

Afghans have suffered more than 40 years of conflicts, droughts, chronic poverty, food insecurity,
COVID-19 pandemic and most recently, a changeover in authorities. In August 2021, the Taliban
militant group returned to power and those at risk of persecution have chosen to flee from the country and
become refugees. Afghan refugees are the third-largest displaced population in the world after Syrian
and Ukrainian refugees. According to the UNHCR, in 2023, there were at least 8.2 million Afghan
refugees.

This July, the Japanese government gave refugee status to 114 Afghans. They are mainly employees
of the local office of the JICA(Japan International Cooperation Agency) and their family members.

Japan has accepted more than 800 Afghans as refugees, but the number is very small compared with
other G7 nations. In addition, the government is now coming under fire over its limited support for

Afghan refugees. Why are they still struggling to adapt to life in Japan?
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Q1 What kind of hardships has Afghans suffered from?

Q2 What is the biggest incident that happened in Afghanistan in August, 2021?

Q3 What are the top 3 countries refugees come from?

Q4 How many Afghans got refugee status in Japan this July? Who are they?
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https://www.refugee.or.jp/report/refugee/2017/09/g7_17/

The main reason is that the relief aid is not enough. The government-commissioned Refugee

Assistance Headquarters (RHQ) provides (Da six-month program for refugees. Basic language education

and employment support are included. But an Afghan evacuee said, “One cannot improve Japanese skills
within six months to a level at which they can find a job. Fluency in Japanese is required in any company.”

(2As a result, Afghan refugees who used to be doctors or university professors in their country are doing

physical labor now. They are too busy with work to master the Japanese language. And the children of

Afghan refugees also have to work day and night to make ends meet, so they cannot get higher education.

“They are trapped in 3a vicious circle,” Reiko Ogawa, a sociology professor at Chiba University, said.

This August, she made a survey on the conditions of 106 Afghan refugees living in Japan. Only two of
them had secured permanent employment positions, and all of the others were working part time or
seeking jobs.

@ In contrast, more than 2,000 Ukrainian evacuees have received much more support here. The
Nippon Foundation has covered their living expenses and introduced a scholarship program for

Ukrainians taking classes at Japanese language schools. Ogawa said @the difference in treatment is

unfair.
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Q9 According to Professor Reiko Ogawa’s survey, how many of 106 Afghan refugees secured permanent
employment jobs?
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ROX% 3T O5AT, BELEL X I,
1. Dr. Tetsu Nakamura is a medical doctor and humanitarian aid worker who devoted 40 years to helping

Afghans, particularly by orchestrating massive irrigation projects and tree-planting activities.

2. Because of the September 11th terror attack, many people had a prejudice that Islam is a religion of

savage terrorists.

3. In August 2021, the Taliban militant group returned to power and those at risk of persecution have

chosen to flee from the country and become refugees.

4 . The Nippon Foundation has covered Ukrainians’living expenses and introduced a scholarship program

for those taking classes at Japanese language schools.
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Q! | What do you think about today’s news?

Q12 Should Japan accept more foreign people?



